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POTATO MARKETING CORPORATION — LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

136. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 

This question was asked in the upper house and the Premier chose not to answer it there. In the interests of 
accountability, I ask the Premier the same question in this house. I refer to the potato industry and related matters. 

(1) Did the Premier or his representatives make any written commitments to Mr Tony Galati or his 
nominated companies prior to the 2017 state election that if elected they would drop any civil action by 
the state against Mr Galati? 

(2) Will the Premier table copies of all correspondence between him and Mr Galati related to civil action by 
the state against Mr Galati? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) The answer to that question is: not to my knowledge. I have no recollection of signing any letters and 
I have no knowledge of anyone else signing any letters. That is the situation with any written 
correspondence. I want to repeat to the house that I do not agree with prosecuting people for growing 
potatoes. I notice that the Liberal Party is relatively quiet on this issue because it probably agrees with 
me that prosecuting someone for growing potatoes was a ridiculous consequence of an archaic law. The 
only people pursuing this issue are members of the National Party; it is a strange thing to pursue. 
Mr Galati, like him or love him, is a major employer of people in Western Australia. He employs 
hundreds if not thousands of people in Western Australia in his fresh food supermarkets and retailers of 
various descriptions, and on his farms and the like. For some reason, the National Party seems to hate 
Mr Galati. I do not hate Mr Galati. I support people employing people in Western Australia and I am 
not going to pursue prosecuting people for growing potatoes. As I have said before in this place, I think 
the member needs to answer the question about why he gave the potato growers $14 million in 
compensation and then wanted to see someone prosecuted for growing potatoes. 
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